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C declar& electoral bonds scheme ‘unconditutional

New Delhi, Feb 15
(UNI): The Supreme
Court on Friday struck
down the electoral bonds
scheme, which provides
blanket anonymity to fi-
nancial contributions to
political parties, and
amendments madeto the
law alowing rich corpo-
rations to make unlimit-
ed political donations
“unconstitutional and
manifestly arbitrary”.

A five-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice
of India DY Chandra-
chud, in a unanimous
judgment, held that the
electoral bonds scheme
and preceding amend-
ments made to the Rep-
resentation of People
Act, CompaniesAct and
the Income Tax Act vio-
late the voters' right to
information about politi-
cal funding under Article
19(1)(a) of the Constitu-
tion. The apex court or-
dered the State of Bank

of Indiato stop issuance
of electoral bonds here-
with. The bank was di-
rected to submit details
of bonds purchased from
April 12, 2019, till date
to the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI). On
April 12, 2019, the top
court had ordered the
ECI to submit, in a
sealed cover, the
records of bonds pur-
chased till then. The
“details” would include
date of purchase of
each bond, the name of

PM Modi thanks Qatari Emir for
welfareof Indian m\munity n Qatar
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Doha, Feb 15 (UNI):
PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi on Thursday held
talks with Qatari Emir
Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-
mad Al-Thani with afo-
cus on shoring up bilat-
eral ties, days after Qa-
tar freed eight former
Indian Navy personnel
who were sentenced to
death after being arrest-
ed in August 2022.

The discussions cen-
tred around bolstering
bilateral relations, witha
focus on deepening co-
operation in areas of
trade and investment,
energy, space, cultural
and people-to-people
ties. External Affairs

&) Mustafa Nagar, Falaknuma,
Hyderabad-Telangana State.

Ministry Spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal de-
scribed the meeting be-
tween Modi and the Emir
as"productive" and said
the prime minister
thanked the Qatari |ead-
er for the welfare of the
Indian community in that
country. Modi arrivedin
this Qatari capital city
last night after conclud-
ing atwo-day visittothe
United Arab Emirates.
"Thetwoleadersheld
wide-ranging discussions
on bolstering bilateral re-
lations, with a focus on
deepening trade & in-
vestment, energy, space,
cultural & people-to-peo-
pleties," Jaiswal said on

'X'. "They also ex-
changed perspectiveson
regional and global is-
sues. PM thanked Amir
for the welfare of the
Indian community in Qa
tar,” hesaid

Shortly after he ar-
rived in Dohalast night,
Modi met Qatari Prime
Minister Sheikh Moham-
med binAbdulrahmanAl
Thani. Abdulrahman is
Qatar's foreign minister
as well. "The two lead-
ers exchanged views on
expanding bilateral coop-
eration in sectorssuch as
trade, investment, energy,
finance, and technol ogy,”
the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said.

the buyer and the de-
nomination of the bond.
The bank would make a
full disclosureto the ECI
of political parties that
had received contribu-
tions and encashed the
electoral bonds from
April 12, 2019.

The bank would fur-
nish the information to
the ECI by March 6,
2024. The poll body, in
turn, has to publish the
entireinformation given
by the State Bank of In-
dia on its website by

March 13, 2024. Elector-
a bonds, with avalidity
period of 15 daysand yet
to beencashed, would be
returned by political par-
ties or purchasers to the
bank, which must refund
the amount to the pur-
chasers accounts.

The lead opinion au-
thored by Chief Justice
Chandrachud said the
absolute non-disclosureof
the source of political
funding through electoral
bonds promoted corrup-
tionand aculture of quid

Sonia Gandhi pens

emotional |etter

to people of

Rae Bardli on her RS move

New Ddhi, Feb 15 (UNI):
Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi on Thursday
penned an emotiond |et-
ter to the residents of her
Parliamentary constituen-
cy RaeBardli and shared
reasons on why she de-
cided not to contest the
Lok Sabhaelections.She
cited ‘health issues and
increasing age’ as the
reason behind not con-
testing the electionsfrom
Rae Bareli.

Soniafiled her nomi-
nation for the Rajya Sab-
ha biennial elections
from Rajasthan on
Wednesday and was
flanked by Rahul Gan-
dhi, Priyanka Gandhi

Vadraand former Rgjas-
than Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot at the
electoral office.

In aletter shared on
X, she expressed grati-
tude to the people of
Rae Bareli for unflinch-
ing support to the Gan-
dhi family, through thick
and thin of things and
wrote, “Whatever | am
today isbecause of you.”
Recalling the family’s
ties with the Lok Sabha
constituency, aCongress
pocketborough for long,
Sonia wrote, “Roots of
our family in Rae Bareli
isvery deep. | know you
will stand by me in fu-
ture too.”

pro quo with the ruling
party to introduce a poli-
cy change or for bagging
a licence. The scheme
and the amendments au-
thorised “ unrestrainedin-
fluence of corporatesin
the electoral process’.
The scheme allowed
theinflow of “huge con-
tributions” by companies
and multinational corpo-
rations with major busi-
ness stakes in the coun-
try, overawing or even
concealing therelatively
small financial contribu-

L —
tions of the ordinary In-
dian - the student, the
daily wage worker, the
artist or ateacher - who
believesintheideologies
of apoalitical party with-
out expecting any sub-
stantial favoursin return.

“Would we remain a
democracy if the elect-
ed do not heed to hue
and cry of the needy?
We ask ourselves
whether the elected
would truly be respon-
sive to the electorate if
companies which bring

with them huge finances
and engage in quid pro
guo arrangements with
parties are permitted to
contribute unlimited
amounts,” Chief Justice
Chandrachud noted.

He said the scheme
and theamendments pro-
moted “ economicinequal-
ity” by giving corporations
with money power an un-
surpassable advantage
over citizens in eectoral
process and political en-
gagement. “Thisisviola-
tiveof theprincipleof free
andfair electionsand po-
litical equality capturedin
a value of ‘one person,
onevote',” Chief Justice
Chandrachud observed.
Thejudgment belled the
cat on the deep nexus
between money and pol-
itics. It said “contribu-
tionsmade by companies
are purely business
transactions made with
the intent of securing
benefitsin return”.

Allahabad HC reserves order on
plea against decision to allow
puja in Gyanvapi mosque cellar

Prayagraj, Feb 15 (UNI)
The Allahabad High
Court on Thursday re-
served its judgement on
the appeal challenging
the validity of the Vara-
nasi District Judge's or-
der for permitting 'puja
inthecellar on the south
side of the Gyanvapi
complex.

The order was re-
served by the court of
Justice Rohit Ranjan
Agarwal after hearing
the argu-ments of both
the sides on the appeals
challeng-ing two orders
of the Varanasi court ?
led on behalf of the Com-
mittee Of Management
Anju-man Intezamia
Masgjid Varanasi.

On behalf of the
Com-mittee, Senior
Counsel SFA Nagvi as-
sisted by Puneet Gupta
argued that giving ? nal
relief through aninterim
order without determin-
ing therightsin the civil
suit ?led de-manding the
right to wor-shipisavi-
olation of the legal pro-
cedure. It was argued
that the District Judge
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himself has given two
contradictory orders. It
was argued that in exer-
ciseof theinherent pow-
er of Section 152 of the
Code of Civil Proce-
dure, the court cannot
order achangeinthena-
tureof theoriginal order.
It was stated that only
one demand to appoint
theDistrict Magistrate as
thereceiver was consid-
eredintheoriginal order.
It was argued that the
right to worship hasbeen
given only on verbal re-
quest without any appli-
cation. The court hasnot
mentioned in the order
how to exerciseitsinher-

ent power. The district
court accepted the ap-
plication on January 17
and gave only one relief
by not passing an order
on the second demand
whichwill beconsidered
asdenial of relief.

It was said that by the
original order of January
17 the District Judge has
alsogiveninstructionsto
protect and maintain the
disputed building and not
to allow any kind of
change to be made and
by the order of January
31 thebarricading should
be cut and a door for
worship inthe basement
should be made. (UNI)
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Rahul promises legal quarantes

Aurangabad (Bihar), Feb
15 (UNI) Former Con-
gress president Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday
promised legal guarantee
for MSP and caste sur-
vey whichwould helpin
changing the fates of
farmers, backwards and
deprived of the society.
Gandhi, while ad-
dressing apublic meeting
as part of his ongoing "
Bharat Joro Nyaya Yatra
" here said that farmers
were demanding legal
guarantee for MSP of
their produce and march-
ing towards New Delhi
from Punjab. All sorts of
policeatrocitieswere be-
ing committed to stop
them from marching
ahead towards the Na-

tiona Capital, healleged.
Congress will give legal
guarantee for MSP of
agro produce to help
farmers across the coun-
try", theparty leader said,
adding that instead of ac-
cepting their demands,
the Narendra Modi gov-

ernment was suppressing
their agitation. In fact,
PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi had no concern for
farmers, he aleged.
The former AICC
President said that caste
survey was akind of so-
cia X ray which would

help in scanning real pic-
tureof socid and econom-
ic condition of the people
of various sectionsacross
the country. It was a fact
that more than 70 percent
of the people were back-
wards, oppressed andtrib-
asbut their stakein gov-
ernment and top level ad-
ministration was negligi-
ble, he added.

The Wayanad MP
said his party would get
carried out caste survey
to determine socio eco-
nomic condition of the
people. Presenting the
prevailing scenario, he
said that only three top
level IAS officials post-
ed as secretaries in cen-
tral government were
belonging to backward

SC allowswithdrawal of pleas challenging
validity of UAPA provisons

New Delhi, Feb 15
(UNI): In a sudden turn
of events, individualsand
groups who had chal-
lenged the constitutional
validity of the provisions
of the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) in the Supreme
Court withdrew their
pleas on Thursday, say-
ing they have decided to
move appropriate fo-
rums.

A bench of Justices
Bela M Trivedi and
Panka Mithd, which had
on Wednesday said it
will not alow “ proxy liti-
gation” to challenge the
vires of the anti-terror
law UAPA, allowed as
many aseight petitionsto

be withdrawn, after the
petitioners’ counselssaid
they would like to ap-
proach thejurisdictional
high courtsfor relief.
The bench had asked
the counsel for petition-
ersto seek instruction by
Thursday whether they
want to approach the
high court to quash the
FIR in UAPA cases or
they want to challenge

NC belongs to Ajit Pawar,
| rules Mafia aoeaker

Mumbai, Feb 15 (UNI):
Maharashtra Assembly
Speaker Rahul Nar-
wekar here on Thursday
ruled that the 'real Na-
tionalist Congress Party’
belongsto Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar.
Inhisorder onthedis-
qualification of MLAs
filed by thetworival fac-
tions after the NCP split
in July 2023, the Speaker
referred to the Shiv Sena

disqualification case in-
volving Chief Minister
Eknath Shindeand ex-CM
Uddhav Thackeray.The
Speaker said that thetwo
factions of the NCP
emerged on June 30,
2023, and nobody had | eft
any faction, so no action
could betaken against any
group. "Priortojoiningthe
(Maharashtra) govern-
ment, the Ajit Pawar fac-
tion outnumbered.

theviresof thelaw inthe
top court.

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for
three civil society mem-
bers, including ajournal-
ist, who were booked
under the anti-terror law
by TripuraPolicein 2021
over their social media
postsonriotsinthestate,
said he has received in-
structions from his cli-

Farmers
Security on

Gurugram, Feb 15
(UNI): Gurugram Police
as well as Delhi Police
have been put on high
alert in view of the on-
going farmer's protest.
On the third day of
farmers agitation, tight-
ened security arrange-
ments were witnessed
on the Delhi-Gurugram
border on the Delhi-
Jaipur Expressway, also
known as NH-48, on
Thursday. Three-layer
security arrangements
made by the Delhi Po-
lice and speed breakers
werealsoinstalled at the
Delhi-Gurugram border
area. Although the situ-
ation at the Gurugram-
Delhi border is normal,
despite the security on

entsto withdraw the pe-
titions. Bhushan said that
the interim order dated
November 17, 2021
granting protection from
arrest be extended by
two weeks.

Justice Trivedi said
the court is not going to
pass any such order but
orally asked the Tripura
police to not take any
coercive action.

“Normally, wewould
have not entertained
such petitions under Ar-
ticle 32 of the Constitu-
tion. Weare not going to
pass any such order. We
are not saying anything
in the order but you
(Tripurapolice) don't do
anything,” shesaid.

for MSP and caste Survey

classes and had been
shunted, he alleged.
Rahul said that out of
650 High Court judgesin
the country, only 100 of
them were from back-
ward classes. There
were virtually no repre-
sentation of backwards
and deprived intop man-
agement of big corporate
houses, he pointed out.
The Congress leader
said that annual budget
of Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tiona Rural Employment
Guaranteed (MNREGA)
schemewasonly 70,000
crores meant for provid-
ing employment to poor.
It was pathetic to point
out that Narendra Modi
government had waived
off Rs 14 lakh crores.

TN Govt won't be cowed down by
Guv Ravi’ sch||d|sh benaviour: Salin

Chennai, Feb 15 (UNI):

Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister, MK Stalin said on
Thursday that his gov-
ernment waschallenging
autocratic ruleand would
not be cowed down by
the* childish behaviour”
of Tamil Nadu Governor,
RN Ravi. Chief Minister
Stalinsaidthisintheleg-
islative Assembly while
giving a Motion of
Thanks to the Gover-
nor’s address.

Stalin accused the
Governor of using the
Assembly for the exten-
sion of hispalitical activ-
ities. Stressing on his
Dravidian roots, Stalin

<
[’

said that his ‘Dravidian
Model’ government had
overcome many obsta-
cles in the past and
would continue to “pul-
verise obstacles.”
Referring to the re-

Exploreinnovativeoptionsfor
broadcagting: Anurag Thakur

New Delhi, Feb 15
(UNI): Union Minister
Anurag Thakur on
Thursday made astrong
pitch for exploring inno-
vative options of broad-
casting such as Direct-
to-Mobileto ensurewid-
er reach of content to all
strata of the society and
also become self-reliant
in the sector.
Inaugurating the an-
nual Broadcast Engi-
neering Society Expo
here, Thakur also
stressed the need for
encouraging indigenous
research and develop-
ment by nurturing scien-
tific talent and fostering
partnerships betweenin-
dustry and academia.
“New Direct to Mo-

protest: Police beef up
Delhi-Gurugram border

the border the problem

of light traffic also per-
sists. During rush hours,
vehiclesmove bumper to
bumper on the express-
way due to security
checks by the police.
Senior officialsof the
Gurugram Police said
they have intensified

NC to contest Lok Sabha polls'on
Its own', says Faroog Abdullah

Srinagar, Feb 15 (UNI):
The National Confer-
ence, biggest regional
party of Jammu and
Kashmir, on Thursday
announced it would con-
test theforthcoming Lok
Sabhaelectionsand pos-
sibleassembly pollsinthe
Union Territory "on its
own". This was an-
nounced by the party
chief and Lok SabhaMP
FaroogAbdullah here. It
comes as yet another
setback to the INDIA
bloc as well as the re-
giona PAGD alliance.
"Elections will hap-
pen and | think both as-
sembly and Parliament
electionswill be held to-
gether. "As far as seat
sharing is concerned, |

)

want to make it clear
that the National Confer-
ence will contest elec-
tions on its own. There
are no two views about
it," Abdullahtold report-
ers here.

The Nationa Confer-
ence has been a part of
the Indian National De-
velopmental Inclusive

Alliance (INDIA) group-
ing formed last year and
comprisesthe Congress,
AAP, RJID, Shiv Sena
(UBT), Trinamool Con-
gress, DMK, Left par-
ties among others. The
AAP and Trinamool
Congress have also said
they would be going
alonein Punjab and West

Bengal. The decision of
the National Conference
alsosignalsanendtothe
People'sAllianceon Gup-
kar Declaration (PAGD),
which wasformed ahead
of the abrogation of Arti-
cle 370 in 2019. Earlier,
theregiona grouping had
indicated that it will fight
electionsjointly.

While there is no
word about holding of
Assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir,
which was downgraded
fromthestatetoaUnion
Territory, the parliamen-
tary elections are sched-
uled to be held. This
would be the first major
democratic exercise af-
ter the special status of
the erstwhile state.

their security arrange-
ments and special in-
structions have been giv-
en to the police force to
keep a check on suspi-
ciouselements. "Multiple
police checkpoints have
been erected across the
district and along with
border areas.

bile (D2M) technologies
offer exciting content
possibilitiesfor terrestri-
a broadcasting not only
to television but also on
handheld devicessuch as
mobile phones, notepads
on any where, anytime
basis, and that too with-
out the need of Internet,”
the Information and

a

Broadcastr ng Minister
said. “We must explore
and embrace innovative
options of broadcasting
like Next Gen broadcast-
ing which shall not only
ensure wider reach to
cater to all strata of our
society but also serve as
acatalyst for ever evolv-
ing user experience.”

fusal of RN Ravi toread
the prepared text of the
Governor saddress, Sta-
lin said, “Let me say in
my capacity asthe lead-
er of amovement that is
capableof pulverising.

AlIMS says over
23,000 beneficiaries
availed benefits

snce 2018

NEW DELHI, Feb 15
(UNI): Over 23,000 ben-
eficiaries have availed
benefitsunder the Ayush-
man Bharat health insur-
ance scheme at the Al-
IMS here since Septem-
ber 2018, with amagjority
of the patients seeking
treatment in the depart-
ments of medica oncolo-
gy followed by ophthal-
mology, general medicine,
orthopaedics and neuro-
surgery. As far as com-
plex surgeries are con-
cerned, 730 procedures
for congenital heart dis-
eases have been per-
formed followed by 557
total hip replacementsand
148 total knee replace-
ments under the Ayush-
man Bharat-Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yoja
na (AB-PMJAY).

NASA-backed private USfirm's
lander finally launches to Moon

New Delhi, Feb 14 (UNI):
NASA backed privateUS
company Intuitive Ma-
chines lander has findly
launched to the Moon on
Thursday. Thelander was
earlier scheduled to
launch on February 14, but
wasdelayed over ameth-
anefud issue. TheHous-
ton-based Intuitive IM-1
lunar lander lifted off atop
a SpaceX Falcon 9 rock-
et at 1.05 am. ET from
pad 39A at Cape Canav-
eral Space Force Station
inHorida
Today’smissiontothe
Moonisjust thefirst our
Falcon fleet will launch
for NASA's CLPS pro-
gramwhichwill help en-
able humanity to explore
the Moon, Mars, and be-

yond, bringing usone step
closer tomaking lifemul-
tiplanetary,” SpaceX
wrote on X.com. In Jan-
uary, another NASA-
backed company, Astro-
biatic Technology’slunar
lander suffered "critical"
fuel loss and could not
make it to the Moon. If
successful, the robotic

Nova—C Iander "Odys-
seus" will become the
first-ever private space-
craft toland softly onthe
lunar surface on Febru-
ary 22. The lander car-
ries six NASA instru-
mentsthat will investigate
thelunar environment and
test technologies for
NASAArtemismissions.

'Vijayan cancdled mining licenseafter
Illegal gratification matter surfaced

Thiruvananthapuram,
Feb 15 (UNI): With Con-
gress legislator Mathew
Kuzhalnadan criticising
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayanfor dleg-
edly favouring themining
firmCMRL inlieuofille-
gal gratification to his
daughter'sIT firm, apur-
ported document sur-
faced on Wednesday sug-
gedting that "'Vijayan took
amost five yearsto can-
cel thelicenseto CMRL,
and it was done after
Kuzhalnadan first raised
the matter last year".

The CM's daughter,
Veena Vijayan, is the
sole director of Benga-
luru-based IT firm Ex-
alogicwhichiscurrently
in a"dormant state"

Last year, followinga
mediareport that CMRL
had paid Veena and her
IT firm Rs 1.72 crore as
pointed out by the In-
come Tax, following
which Kuzhalnadan dug
deepintoit and hasbeen
hitting hard at Vijayan.

Vijayan, however,

denied all allegations,
saying his hands were
clean and did nothing
wrong. Kuzha nadan | at-
er presented more doc-
uments pointing out that
even after the Central
government came out
with an order in 2019
asking state govern-

ments to terminate all
mining |ease agreements
granted to private com-
panies engaged in min-
ing materialsused by the
atomic energy depart-
ment, no action was tak-
en. However, on
Wednesday, a purported
document surfaced that
the Vijayan government
cancelled the mining
lease agreement of
CMRL on December 18,
2023, several weeks af-
ter the controversy first
surfaced. Kuzhalnadan
on Wednesday said that
Vijayan has been inter-
feringin providing gratis
to CMRL. "Vijayan has
to tell why even as the
license could have been
cancelledin 2019.
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Rafah,Feb 15 (UNI):
The lIsraeli military has
launched a new wave of
air raidsand artillery fire
in southern Gaza, forcing
Palestiniansto flee over-
crowded Rafah in ad-
vance of afeared ground
invasion that world |ead-
ers have condemned.

The United Nations
humanitarian agency,
OCHA, said on Thurs-
day that people, already
displaced severa times
in the four-month con-
flict, were heading to
Deir el-Balah and the
Nuseirat refugeecampin
the central Gaza Strip.

Rafah was a desig-
nated “safe zone” and
the last refuge for Pal-
estinians forced to es-
cape lsrael’s attacks by
land, air and sea across

the rest of the enclave.
Anestimated 1.4 million
Pal estinians found some
measure of security
there in tents and make-
shift shelters.

UN aid chief Martin
Griffiths warned that
Palestinians in Rafah
might be forced into
Egypt if Israel launches
itsplanned military oper-
ation against the border
city. “Thepossibility of a
military operation in
Rafah, with the possibil-
ity of the [border] cross-
ing closing down, with
the possibility of spillover

. a sort of Egyptian
nightmare ... is one that
isright before our eyes,”
Griffithstold diplomatsat
the UN in Geneva on
Thursday. He said the
notion that people in
Gaza could evacuate to

.

b, T T—

N

a safe place was an “il-
lusion”. “We must all
hope that friends of Is-
rael and those who care
about Israel’s security
give them good counsel

North Koreatest-fires
new surfaceto-seamissie

Seoul, Feb 15 (UNI):

North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un has super-
vised thetest-firing of a
new surface-to-seamis-
sile and ordered atight-
er defence posture near
the western maritime
border, Pyongyang's
state media reported on
Thursday.

North Korea test-
launched the new mis-
sile, named Padasuri-
6, on Wednesday, Yon-
hap news agency re-
ported, citing the Ko-

Cell

rean Central

News
Agency (KCNA). The
missile hit atarget af-
ter flying over waters
in the East Sea for
around 1,400 seconds,
KCNA said, without
disclosing other details
such as how many
missiles were fired.
The South Korean
military said Wednesday
it detected several
cruise missile launches
at around 9 a.m. into
waters northeast of the
eastern city of Wonsan.

It marked North Ko-
rea'sfifth cruise missile
launch this year. The
provocation came two
days before the 82nd
birthday of late former
leader Kim Jong-il, the
father of the current
leader Kim Jong-un.

The North Korea's
leader ordered a stron-
ger defence posture
near the western mari-
time border, saying that
South Korean warships
havefrequently violated
it, KCNA said.

9951385112, 9381655015

at this moment,” Grif-
fithsadded. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu reiterated his
goal on Wednesday to
eradicate Hamas by all

French former Presdent Nicolas
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means, including amili-
tary operation in Rafah.

“We will fight until
completevictory, and this
includes a powerful ac-
tion also in Rafah after

Sarkozy found quilty of illegal
campaign financing

Paris, Feb 15 (UNI):
Former French President
Nicolas Sarkozy was
found guilty of illegal
campaignfinancing by a
Parisappeal court which
gavehimaone-year pris-
on sentence, half of
which was suspended.

The court found that
Sarkozy spent 42.8 mil-
lion euros ($45.9 million)
for hispresidential cam-
paign in 2012 while the
maximum amount al-
lowed in France at the
time was 22.5 million
euros, Xinhua news
agency reported.

To conceal the mas-
siveoverrun, asystem of
double invoicing had
been set up, according to
French press.

Sarkozy "undoubted-
ly benefited from frauds
that gave him far great-

er means than those au-
thorized by law" though
"theinvestigation did not
establish that he had or-
dered them, or that he
had participated inthem,
or even that he had been
informed of them," re-
ported the French daily
newspaper Le Monde
quoting the judge's rul-
ing. Sarkozy will take
the caseto France'shigh-
est court, hislawyer told
reporters. President
from 2007 to 2012,
Sarkozy faces multiple
legal cases. A trial will
start in 2025 over allega-
tions that he had accept-
ed money from Libyato
fund his2007 campaign.
In 2021, a court handed
him a prison sentence of
three years, including
two suspended, for "cor-
ruption and influence.

m

weadlow thecivilian pop-
ulation to leave the bat-
tle zones,” he said.
Mirjana Spoljaric, the
head of the International
Committee of the Red
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Exodusfrom Rafah aslgae ramps up strikes on south Gaza

UN aid chief says notion that people In Gaza could e/acuate 0 &';1
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Cross (ICRC), said the
absence of aclear evac-
uation plan, including for
the sick and elderly,
would bring suffering to
anew level.

“The suffering on
both sides, the carnage
we have seen since the
seventh of October, will
reach unimaginable
depths if operations on
Rafah areintensified the
way they have been an-
nounced,” Spoljaric said.

As lsraeli forces are
also engaged in military
operationsin central and
northern Gaza, any mass
movement further north
would be fraught with
danger.

On Thursday, the Is-
raeli army stormed the
Nasser Hospital, the
main medical facility in
Khan Younis, southern

eplaceisan‘illusion’.

Gaza. The military de-
scribed the attack as
“precise and limited”,
adding it was based on
“credible information”
that Hamas fighters
werehidinginthefacili-
ty and kept captives
there. A spokesperson
for Hamas denied the
alegations, calling them
“lies’.

“Itisacontinuation of
thewar of extermination,
targeting hospitals and
destroying civilian struc-
tures in the Gaza Strip,
and the occupation con-
tinuesto challengeinter-
national laws that make
hospital s protected plac-
es,” Hamas said in a
statement, adding that
“the whole world is
watching without any
serious and effective ac-
tionto stopit”.

Russds Putin says he prefers‘more pre
dictable’ Biden over Trump in US elect|on

Moscow, Feb 15 (UNI):
Russian President
Vladimir Putin said he
preferred Joe Biden as
the next U.S. president
over Republican front-
runner Donald Trump,
who fell under intense
scrutiny for hisrelation-
ship with the Kremlin
during hispresidency.
"[Biden] is more ex-
perienced and more pre-
dictable. He is an ‘old
school’ politician. But we
will work with any US
leader, elected by the
people of America,” Pu-
tin told journalist Pavel
Zarubin late Wednesday,
according to Russian
state-controlled news
outlet Tass. The Trump
and Biden presidential
campaignsdid notimme-
diately respond to CN-
BC's requests for com-
ment. Putin’s remarks
followed aweek of inter-
national controversy over

Trump’s recent NATO
comments and mounting
tensions between U.S.
Democrats and Repub-
licans over a$95 billion
aid packagethat includes
military aid to Ukraine.
The Kremlin head of
statewill standin hisown
election on 15-17 March,
butiswidely expectedto
clinch another presiden-
tial mandate after lead-
ing Russiaas primemin-

ister or head of state
since 1999.

In the same inter-
view, Putin also ap-
peared to dismissrecent-
ly mediatized concerns
over Biden'smental acu-
ity after Department of
Justice special counsel
Robert Hur said the
White House |leader
“willfully retained and
disclosed classified ma-
terials’ and exhibited.
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Editorial

Tensons excalate In
Bab-d-Mandeb Srait

With recent attacks by Houthi
rebel s on vessel s passing through
the strait, theregion faces
heightened security riskswhich

could disrupt world economy

The Bab-el-Mandeb Strait, anarrow passage linking the
Red Seato the Indian Ocean via the Gulf of Aden, has
thrust itself into the international spotlight. Situated on
the northern side of the Red Sealiesthe renowned Suez
Canal, amonumental feat of engineering connecting the
Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea. This vital water-
way, spanning approximately 193 kilometresin length
and nearly 200 meters in width, serves as alifeline for
global trade and maritime transportation.

However, recent events have cast a shadow over
the tranquillity of these waters. The Houthis, a rebel
group from Yemen, have launched a series of attacks
targeting vessels passing through the Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait. These assaults, primarily aimed at shipswithties
to Israel, have sparked concerns over maritime security
and the free movement of goods through this crucial
chokepoint. In response to these escalating tensions,
Operation Prosperity Guardian, spearheaded by the
United States, was initiated to safeguard the Bab-el-
Mandeb and ensure the unimpeded flow of maritime
traffic. Over 20 nations have expressed their support
for this initiative, underscoring the collective effort to
protect this strategic waterway.

The motives behind the Houthi attacks arerooted in
geopolitical complexities, with their actions perceived as
retaliation against | srael's military operations in Gaza.
Houthi leaders have explicitly stated their intent to tar-
get any ship associated with I srael, leading to a spate of
attacks on vessels carrying goodsto or from the region.
The Houthis contend that peace in Gazaisintrinsically
linked to stability in the Red Sea, warning of further
conflictif hostilitiespersist.

The significance of the Red Sea extends beyond its
immediatevicinity, serving asaconduit for maritimetrade
connecting Europe to the rest of the world. The Medi-
terranean Sea, accessed through the Suez Canal, plays
apivotal roleinglobal shipping routes, facilitating trade
between continents and enabling vital economic ex-
change. Traditionally, shipstraversed the African tip to
reach their destinations, but the recent turmoil has com-
plicated maritime navigation. With asubstantial portion
of goods bound for Israel passing through the Suez Ca-
nal, disruptions in this route have reverberated across
global supply chains. Theincreased travel distance and
associated costs pose significant challengesfor shipping
companies and commodity marketsalike.

The strategic importance of the Suez Canal has his-
torical roots, dating back to itsinception in the 19th cen-
tury. However, its relevance has endured through nu-
merous conflicts, including both World Wars, underscor-
ing its status as alinchpin of global maritimetrade.

Theeconomic ramificationsof disruptionsinthe Bab-
el-Mandeb Strait are far-reaching, affecting industries
reliant on the timely delivery of goods and materials.
Magjor shipping companies, such as the Mediterranean
Shipping Company and Merk and Hapag Lloyd, have
suspended operationsin the region, exacerbating supply
chaindisruptionsand logistical challenges.

Amidst these geopalitical tensions, the concept of the
blue economy emerges as a beacon of sustainable mar-
itime devel opment. Championed by advocates of ocean
conservation, the blue economy emphasizes the respon-
sible utilization of marine resourcesfor economic growth
while ensuring environmental preservation. India, with
its extensive coastline and maritime interests, plays a
pivotal role in shaping the future of the blue economy.
Through initiatives like the Sagarmala project and SA-
GAR policy, India seeks to bolster its maritime infra-
structure and strengthen its naval capabilities to safe-
guard its maritime interests.

However, divergent perspectives on maritime sov-
ereignty and strategic alliances complicate the geopolit-
ical landscape. While Indiaand the United States share
astrategic partnership, differencesin maritime policies
and military operations underscore the complexities of
navigating international waters.

Russia's stance on maritime cooperation underscores
the need for inclusive approaches to ocean governance,
emphasi zing collaboration over competition. As global
leaders grapple with the challenges of maritime security
and sustainabl e devel opment, the Bab-el-Mandeb crisis
serves as a poignant reminder of the interconnected-
ness of oceanic ecosystems and geopolitical dynamics.
In conclusion, the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait stands at the
intersection of geopolitical rivalries and maritime com-
merce, symbolizing the challenges and opportunitiesin-
herent in our interconnected world. As nations navigate
these turbulent waters, cooperation and dialogue remain
essential to ensuring the security and prosperity of mar-
itime nations and the preservation of our oceansfor fu-
ture generations.

| ndian Navy Conducting
Exercise | n Gulf Of Eden

By Girish Linganna
The Indian Navy is cur

rently conducting its

largest-ever deploy-
ment in the Gulf of Aden and
Western Arabian Sea. This
mission operates indepen-
dently of the US-UK military
campaign against Iran-
backed Houthi rebelsin Ye-
men.

An unprecedentedly
largelndian Navy fleet of 12
warshipsisnow operating in
the region, with two ad-
vanced vesselsin the Gulf of
Aden and the remaining 10
in the Northern and Western
Arabian Sea. This deploy-
ment is much larger and
more powerful than thosein
the past. In contrast to its
previous focus on defence
and localized operations, the
Indian Navy has been de-
ployed with significantly en-
hanced resourcesand awid-
er mission scope amid the
present regional challenges.

Thelndian Navy’sprima-
ry focusisto stop piracy and
hijacking in the region. The
navy has also deployed a
substantial special operations
forceto support thismission.
After almost six years of
quiet, there has been a sud-
denincreasein pirate attacks
in the Gulf of Aden and the
Northern and Western Ara-
bian Sea. Thisresurgence of
piracy directly reflects the
ongoing instability in West
Asia, requiring the Indian
Navy to maintain a state of
heightened vigilance.

Pirate groups based in
Somalia were very active
between 2008 and 2018.
However, since 2018, there
were almost no pirate at-
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The Indian Navy's primary focus is to stop piracy and
hijacking in the region. The navy has also deployed a
substantial special operations force to support this
mission. After almost six years of quiet, there has been a
sudden increase in pirate attacks in the Gulf of Aden
and the Northern and Western Arabian Sea. This
resurgence of piracy directly reflects the ongoing
instability in West Asia, requiring the Indian Navy to
maintain a state of heightened vigilance.

tacks until late-2023. But,
taking advantage of the re-
gional instability created by
the Israel-Hamas conflict
and Houthi attacks on com-
mercial vessels, pirates have
resurfaced in the Gulf of
Aden and the Red Sea.
While the recent increasein
pirate attacks is a cause of
concern, the frequency and
severity of these incidents
are still significantly lower

than the peak observed be-
tween 2008 and 2018.

The sheer size of the 2.5-
million-square-nautical-mile
(85.75-lakh-square-kilome-
tre) area—almost the size of
Argentina—targeted for
anti-piracy operationsunder-
scoresthe challengesfor any
individual navy. However,
the Indian Navy’'s present
deployment signals an evo-
lution in both capacity and

expertise, allowing for effec-
tive and decisive counter-pi-
racy actionsacrossthiswide
maritime expanse.

During the late-2000s,
the Indian Navy’s presence
in the North-Western Arabi-
an Seaand the Gulf of Aden
was insufficient to fully ad-
dress piracy threats. Single-
ship deployments achieved
limited success, reveaing a
need for greater resources

and stronger cooperation
with East African nations,
the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) and other navies
for effective counter-piracy
operations.

The current deployment
surpassesthe scale of itsini-
tial 2008 anti-piracy opera-
tions in the Gulf of Aden.
India now boasts the largest
naval presence off the East
African coast and inthe Gulf
of Aden. This assertive pos-
ture reflects a change with-
in the Indian Navy, demon-
strating greater operational
confidence and expanded
capabilities.

External AffairsMinister
S Jaishankar emphasizesIn-
dia sgeopolitical responsibil-
ity with this statement: “In-
action during regional inste-
bility would undermine our
standing as a responsible
nation.” This underscores
New Delhi’scommitment to
shouldering agreater rolein
safeguarding commercial
shipping and maintaining
open, vital waterways.

With pirate attacks having
significantly impacted ship-
ping and resulting in hostage
situations, the Indian Navy
has taken decisive action in
response, demonstrating its
ability to effectively counter
these threats and protect
lives. Thismarksaclear shift
in capability and engagement
compared to past operations.
Examples include the suc-
cessful MARCOS rescue
operation aboard the Liberi-
an-flagged vessal bound for
Bahrain and the Indian Na-
vy’s swift response to the
Houthi missile attack on a
UK-linked tanker.

Devdop ills with experimental learning
Embracing experiential learning may well bethekeyto preparing
sudentsfor thechallengesand opportun|t| esof thechangingworld

Kiranjit Singh Pannu
nan ever-evolving world,
I the ability to acquire and
adapt skillsis crucial for
success. While traditional
learning methodshold value,
experiential learning emerg-
esasapowerful tool for skill
development. By immersing
individualsinreal-world sce-
narios, it fosters deeper un-
derstanding, boosts knowl-
edgeretention, and cultivates
essential soft skills.
Experiential
L earning?
Experiential learning,
rooted in the work of David
Kolb, emphasises learning
through active engagement
and reflection on experienc-
es. It'sahands-on approach,
contrasting with passive
knowledge absorption. Indi-
viduals"learn by doing," ap-
plying theoretical conceptsto
practical situations, whether
through simulations, projects,
internships, or real-world
challenges.

Key Components:
Engagement: Experien-
tial learning places a strong
emphasis on engagement.
Students are actively in-
volved in the learning pro-
cess, whether through exper-
iments, projects, field trips, or
interactive activities. This
engagement helps capture
their attention and encourag-
es a sense of curiosity.
Reflection: A crucia as-

pect of experiential learning
isthereflective process. Af-
ter engaging in an activity,
students are prompted to re-
flect on their experiences,
analyse the outcomes, and
connect the practical knowl-
edge gained to theoretical
concepts. This reflective
phase enhancestheir critical
thinking kills.

Application: Experiential
learning encourages the im-
mediate application of
knowledge. By directly ap-
plying what they have
learned in real-world scenar-
ios, students can see the
practical relevance of their
education, leading to adeeper
understanding and retention
of information.
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Experiential

L earningin Skill

Development:

Critical Thinking and
Problem-Solving: Experi-
ential learning challenges
studentsto think critically
and solve problemson their
own. Through hands-on
experiences, they learn to
analyse situations, make
decisions, and adapt to
changing circumstances -
essential skillsfor success
in both academic and real-
world settings.

Teamwork and Com-
munication: Collaborative
projects and group activi-

tiesinherent in experiential
learning help students de-
velop strong teamwork
and communication skills.
They learn to expresstheir
ideas, listen to others, and
work cohesively towards
common goals, mirroring
the dynamics of the pro-
fessional world.

Crestivity and Innovation:
Hands-on experiences stim-
ulate cregtivity andinnovation
by encouraging students to
think outside the box. When
faced with real-world chal-
lenges, students are prompt-
ed to generate unique solu-
tions, fostering an entrepre-
neuria mindset and adaptabil-

ity. Emotional Intelligence:
Experiential learning enhanc-
es emotional intelligence by
exposing studentsto diverse
Situations. They learn to un-
derstand and manage their
emotions, as well as em-
pathisewith others, preparing
them for amore emotionally
intelligent and socialy aware
future.

Long-term Retention:
The active involvement
and application of knowl-
edgein experiential learn-
ing contribute to better re-
tention. Students are more
likely to remember and
understand concepts that
they have personally expe-
rienced, as opposed to
those learned through pas-
sive methods.

In the 21st century,
where adaptability and a
diverse skill set are crucial
for success, experiential
learning emerges as a pow-
erful tool for skill develop-
ment in schools. By inte-
grating this pedagogical
approach, educators can
foster not only a deep un-
derstanding of academic
concepts but also the crit-
ical skillsneeded for future
success. As schools con-
tinueto evolve, embracing
experiential learning may
well be the key to prepar-
ing students for the chal-
lenges and opportunities of
the rapidly changing world.
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Globalisation has failed to Sour cosmopolitanism

Globalisation has bred apprehenson among self-appointed custodians of
rdigl on that their people are los ng faith in old orthodoxies

Neera Chandhoke
T is, perhaps, the greatest paradox of
I our times that the advent of globalisa
tioninthe 1980sand liberalisation/pri-
vatisation in Indiain the early 1990s has
not been accompanied by the expansion
of imagination and cosmaopolitanism, but
by the closing in of community bound-
aries. From the 1950s onwards, scholars
and statesmen focused on ‘ composite’ or
‘syncretic’ culture.

In his 1987 essay, Prof Rasheeduddin
Khan, who taught at the Centre for Polit-
ical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru Universi-
ty, had written that the Indian civilisation
was profoundly influenced by the Indo-
Aryan stream, which provided the Vedic
philosophy, and the Indo-Muslim strand,
which was based on the intertwining of
the Bhakti Movement and Islamic Sufism.
He wrote: “It is not surprising... to rea-
lise that the composite culture in India
originated in an environment of reconcil-
iation rather than refutation, cooperation
rather than confrontation, coexistence
rather than mutual annihilation of the po-
litically dominant Islamic strands.”

Khan and other authors, includingAziz
Ahmed, did not deny that there was vio-
lence between Hindusand Mudlimsin the
medieval period. They creatively drew
our attention to thefusion of two cultures
in the creativefield and in everyday life.
The former was manifest in architecture
and painting, the latter in shared worship
at Sufi shrines and the increasing adop-
tion of Urdu as the language of commu-
nication across vast swathes of India.

Since the 1990s, the eruption of eth-
nic wars across the world and the rise of
Hindutva in India have consigned this
notion to the margins of history. No one
wants to remember the syncretism that
the postcolonial generationswere brought
up on. Religious communities have shut
their doorsand hatched them down against
the Other — now defined as the enemy.

This seems paradoxical in the context

e

of the rapid transmission of thetrans-bor-
der flow of information, new symbols, new
ways of communication and new ways
of producing and consuming things. We
witnessan immediacy to history. It brings
warsin Ukraine and the Gaza strip right
into our homes. We see the Oscars along
with audiencesin thewest, read the same
books, watch the same television series
and moviesand listen to the same music.
Conflict zonesin critical sites, aswell as
celebrations, are asreal to us as our own
sitesof conflict, award ceremonies, sports,
reading habits and music. We participate
in political protests across the world; we
follow the same fashion styles; we ad-

here to the same canon of aesthetics.
Thereisno refuge, no safe haven against
the violence wewitnesson our television
screens. But globalisation, which has pro-
duced its own discontent, has also inten-
sified insecurity and anxieties about col-
lective identity. We are back to the early
decades of the 19th century, when Raja
Ram M ohan Roy asked the question: Who
are we? Roy used the wisdom of ancient
sacred texts to critique extant practices,
such as rituals, superstitions, fasts and
belief in false prophets. He initiated a
major movement of social reform against
Brahmanical domination, gender discrim-
ination and irrational customs. Today, we

see the reinforcement of the same Brah-
manical domination in the return of ritu-
as, temple worship, fasts and the entry
of saffron-clad ‘godmen’ in politics. The
rediscovery of Hinduismin the 19th cen-
tury brought social reform; the Hindutva
campaign of the contemporary era has
reinforced orthodoxy amidst globalisation.

Analystsof early globalisation told us
that the unimpeded progress of ahomoge-
nising juggernaut of culture would sweep
everyone up in a common coil. But the
process has al so produced an intensified,
evenirrational, sense of areligiouscom-
munity and hostility towards others who
are our fellow citizens, our neighbours,

our friends, and our alies. Theclosingin
of the Indian mind has pushed away syn-
cretism and embraced tribalism around
totems. Communitiesare, however, anin-
vention. The hardening of boundariesis
areaction to factors that range from the
insecurity that the community’s identity
isin danger to the silver tongue of dema-
gogues. Thiscommunity rejects ‘ strang-
ers’. We have lost our syncretic culture
and, alongside, we havelost our ability to
be human: to suffer the pain of others, to
shed tears with them, to rejoice in their
victories, to be saddened by their defeats.
We have, above all, lost the spirit of tol-
erance enunciated by Emperor Akbar.

Akbar’s tolerance was described in
the memoirs of his son and successor
Jahangir: “Followersof variousreligions
had aplacein the broad scope of the peer-
less empire — unlike other countries of
the world, like Iran, where thereisroom
for only Shi’ites, and... Turan (Central
Asia), where thereisroom for only Sun-
nis. Just asall groups and practitioners of
all religions have a place within the spa-
ciouscircleof God' smercy, in accordance
with the dictum that the shadow must
follow its source, in my father’'s realm,
which ended at the salty sea, there was
room for the practitioners of various sects
and beliefs, both true and imperfect, and
strife and altercation were not allowed.
Sunni and Shiite worshipped in one
mosque and Frank and Jew in one con-
gregation. Utter peaceableness was his
established way.” We ignore this mes-
sage only at our own peril.

Globalisation has not spurred cosmo-
politanism; it has bred apprehension
among self-appointed custodians of reli-
gion that their people are losing faith in
old orthodoxies, and that the radical
project of challenging caste, class and
patriarchal hierarchies in a global civil
society will strip these ‘ defenders of the
faith’ of power. In the process, we have
become lesser human beings.

BJPtacesproblem of plenty, Oppostion losngground
Until the Congr&s shedsits deI usions of grandeur, thereisl |tt| e hopefor INDIA

Radhika Ramaseshan

Sthe piecesfall into place on the
Apol itical chessboard intherun-up

to the Lok Sabha €elections, the
developmentsare upending logic and ex-
pediency. The Indian National Devel op-
mental Inclusive Alliance (INDIA) bloc
isup against the BJP-led National Dem-
ocraticAlliance (NDA). The saffron par-
ty has set itself atarget of 370 Lok Sab-
ha seats (and 400 for the NDA), going
by Prime Minister NarendraModi’s dec-
laration in Parliament. INDIA needs as
many alliesasit can mobilisetofortify its
ranks against an overbearing party that
determinedly triesto pulverise Opposition-
ruled dispensations that lend heft to the
coalition. Fiscal injustice by way of inad-
equate aid from the Centre even to deal
with calamities (for instance, the Tamil
Nadu floods) and the sel ective crackdown
on ministersfor alleged malfeasance are
some of the complaints levelled against
the NDA government to fuel the ‘ Centre
versus states' debate. On the other side
stands the BJP, a behemoth character-
ised by a powerful leadership, a charis-
matic PM who purportedly bestshisglo-
bal peersin periodic rankings, astrangle-
hold over statutory institutionsand afor-
midable party machinery. The BJP more
than holds its own against a ragtag, rap-
idly dwindling Opposition coalition.

The supreme irony lies in the BJP's
unstinting efforts to court and co-opt as
many regional forcesasit possibly canin
the NDA despite their roots in dynastic
or identity politics, which is avowedly
anathema to the party. In the last five
years, the BJP lost its once-valued part-
ners, such asthe undivided Shiv Sena, the
Janata Dal (United) and the Shiromani
Akali Dal. The NDA'sambit haswidened
now with theinclusion of thesmaller par-
ties, even as the BJP, through cal culated
manoeuvres, split the Senain Maharash-
tra and appropriated a dominant section
from the original leader, Uddhav Thack-
eray, as well as Sharad Pawar’s Nation-
alist Congress Party. The faction headed
by Pawar’s nephew Ajit is NDA proper-
ty. The ownership of former legatees

(Ajit) and an Uddhav confidant like
Eknath Shinde of the breakaway Sena
gave legitimacy to the post facto charges
the BJP levelled against Pawar and Ud-
dhav. The BJP got back the JD(U) in a
dramatic coup that brought the downfall
of a‘secular’ coalition government and
itsreturnto power in Bihar with an alleg-
edly discredited Nitish Kumar continuing
at the helm. It has restarted a dialogue
with the SAD to upstage the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) in Punjab.

Themost intriguing aspect of theBJP's
coalition pushiswooing the Rashtriyal ok
Dal (RLD) in Uttar Pradesh, apparently
to consolidateitsgainsin the state’ swest-
ern region, which has never let down the
BJP, even in bad spells. The idea is to
hollow out the Opposition, which last June
seemed earnest about raising ajoint front
to challenge the BJP, although the ques-
tion of who would lead INDIA — the
Congressor aprovincial leader — remains

F

unresolved. INDIA’s leadership vacuum
was significantly highlighted in last De-
cember after the BJP vanquished the
Congress in Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan and re-established
its supremacy over the Hindi heartland.
Hobbled by the defeats, the Congress
looksto the south for succour, with strong
aliesin Tamil Nadu and Keralaascrutch-
es. Undaunted by a relatively marginal
presencein the south, the BJP went ahead
and made common cause with the Jana-
ta Dal (Secular), virtualy a private es-
tate of the Deve Gowda clan, after its
defeat in the Assembly polls. In Andhra
Pradesh, the Telugu Desam Party and its
adversary, theY SR Congress Party, want
to get on the BJP's side, while in neigh-
bouring Telangana, the leadership is un-
decided over tying up with the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi. In this lopsided land-
scape, the BJP faces a problem of plen-
ty, with acornucopiaof aliesin Bihar and

UP, while INDIA stares at a drought af -
ter the exit of the JD(U) and important
Congressleaders, thelatest being former
Maharashtra CM Ashok Chavan. The
plenitude could potentially cause wran-
gles over seat-sharing in the NDA, but
the BJP s strategists have a proven knack
for overcoming such hitches.

Why did things come to an unhappy
pass for INDIA? The dliance’s predica-
ment seemed predetermined from the in-
ception because neither the Congress nor
theregional constituents could definetheir
equations. The Congress' alies — the
JD(U), Trinamool Congress and the Sa-
majwadi Party —- regarded themselves
on a par with the grand old party. But
Congress wanted to assume the steward-
ship without spelling it out in that many
words. The state parties, on the other
hand, couldn’t agree on a unified com-
mand. The proposal to appoint Nitish as
the convener was opposed by the TMC

On the other side stands
the BJP, a behemoth
characterised by a
powerful leadership, a
charismatic PM who
purportedly bests his
global peers in periodic
rankings, a stranglehold
over statutory institutions
and a formidable party
machinery. The BJP more
than holds its own against
a ragtag, rapidly dwindling
Opposition coalition.

and AAP because their leaders suspect-
ed that the post was a stepping stone to
hisprojection asINDIA’s PM candidate.
On hispart, Rahul Gandhi never scotched
the speculation that he was in the run-
ning for the PM’s job. The Congress
ambitionswerevastly disproportionateto
its ground strength. The Assembly elec-
tion results announced in December last
year effectively sealed itsfatein view of
reversalsin three Hindi heartland states.
Had the Congress swung two of thethree
states, it could have legitimately hoped to
helmthe INDIA bloc. The Telanganawin
was not good enough to recompense for
the loss of power in Chhattisgarh and
Rajasthan and the failure to reclaim MP.

Coalition-building has never been the
Congress metier. When push came to
shove and it did not secure amajority in
the Lok Sabha, it reluctantly backed non-
BJP codlitions, only to pull them down on
awhim as though it were a sport. Rahul
Gandhi fitsinto the tradition. It was pub-
lic knowledge that Nitish wasrestlessin
INDIA and the RLD sought greener pas-
tures. Rahul did not reach out to the lead-
ers to find out why they were unhappy
and what they wanted. He has also been
indifferent to the departure of his party
colleagues, even a close associate like
Milind Deora. Until the party sheds its
delusions of grandeur, there'slittle hope
for INDIA.
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Sressaggnificant risk factor in heart attacks among youth

The cor porate sector should create an environment to reduce
stressand the govt must build social support.

KK Talwar

ECENT times have seen a surge
msudden death/heart attacks
ong relatively young people, in-
cluding celebrities. This hasled to a de-
bate about the possible causes and the
preventive stepsthat can beinitiated. One
view isthat such cases are possibly hap-
pening more frequently across the world

after the Covid-19 pandemic.

Nearly 20 per cent of acute heart at-
tacksin India occur in people in the un-
der-40 age group as compared to only 5
per cent in the Western population. The
most common cause of sudden death is
acute myocardial infarction/acute heart
attack. Smoking is considered to be the
most important risk factor contributing to
heart attacksin young people. Other risk
factorsinclude excessive consumption of
alcohol, diabetes mellitus, hypertension,
high cholesterol, substance abuse and the
use of junk food and oral contraceptives
(in case of young women).

There has been concern about wheth-
er Covidinfection or itsvaccine has some-
thing to do with thisrise. Thereisno sci-
entific data to blame the Covid vaccine.
Some datawas, however, published indi-
cating higher risk of the cardiovascular
complications, vizmyocarditis, related to
themRNA vaccine. But thisvaccinewas
not used in India. Recently, the Indian
Council of Medical Research published
astudy stating that there was a high risk
of heart attack/sudden death among those
who had undergone symptomatic Covid-
related hospitalisation.

Stress is another powerful risk fac-
tor. The New York Times once high-
lighted that stress may be your heart's
worst enemy. It is possible that psycho-
logical stress associated with the after-
math of the Covid pandemic — job loss-
es and financial problems — may also
be a contributory cause. People who
are worried about losing their job are
nearly 20 per cent more likely to have

heart attack, as per medical observa-
tions. At times, stress may also make a
person indulge in unhealthy habits, like
smoking and eating junk food; it can also
lead to lack of sleep.

A hectic work schedule, target-driv-
en jobsand job insecurity are major trig-
gersfor stress. Itisascientifically prov-
en fact that stresstakesasignificant toll
on the heart’s health. Stress produces
neuroendocrine activation with the in-
creased production of catecholamines
and cortisol. Thereisalsoincreased plas-
ma proinflammatory/cytokines/pro-
thrombotic and immune system activa-
tion. All this can increase the heart rate,
blood pressure and myocardial oxygen
requirement. The inflammatory process

may induce the rupture of atheroscle-
rotic plague in the coronary arteries, re-
sulting in acute heart attack. Mental
stressmay also result in coronary artery
spasm and vasoconstriction and compro-
mise blood flow in an already diseased
vessel. Amygdala, the part of the brain
that contributes to stress, has been seen
to experience an increased activity un-
der stress. It possibly activates the neu-
roendocrine system to release chemicals
to either face stress or make you flee,
depending on the kind of stress and the
individual’ stolerancelevels.

Stress is a part of the process of
growing and achieving something sub-
stantial in life. A bit of stressisimpor-
tant asit makes you work harder to fare

better in examinations or advancein ca-
reer. But problems such asjob lossesand
marital discord affect one’s mental sta-
bility and strength to face such situations
and result in serious cardiac problemsin
the absence of strong family or social
support. Thus, while advising preventive
steps, like avoiding smoking, adopting a
healthy diet and doing regular exercise,
it is also important to talk of the stress
levels and how to handle them.
Thefact isthat it is not easy to man-
age stress. There cannot be a one-size-
fits-all approach. Reducing stressis not
likeflipping aswitch. It requires persis-
tent efforts and support from family,
friends and the social system. Exercise
is useful in raising the threshold levels

of bearing stress and should be advised
as a regular practice. When you exer-
cise, you virtually burn some of your
stress. Aerobic exercises, yogaand med-
itation are also useful in strengthening
the mind. Sharing one's thoughts and
fedlingswith friends/relativeshelpsinthe
adoption of a positive attitude. To stay
connected with the people you love,
reading motivational books, listening to
musi ¢ and undertaking some hobby help
raise the threshold of bearing stress.
Unfortunately, the trend of nuclear fam-
iliesisweakening traditional family sup-
port. In its absence, stress may induce
in some people serious medical issues
like depression and insomnia, which also
make one susceptibleto heart attack and
sudden death. Most of the developed
countries have a social system to finan-
cially support peoplewhenthey losejobs.

It istime for the corporate sector to
create an environment to reduce stress
and for the government to build some
mechanism of social support in such
stressful periods. To prevent heart dis-
eases, there is also a need to work on
the basic amenities — sanitation, a pol-
[ution-free environment and the availabil -
ity of safe drinking water. Youngstersin
schools and colleges should be educat-
ed about the importance of adopting a
healthy lifestyle, including doing regular
exercise, avoiding junk food and smok-
ing and reducing the intake of alcohol.
Medical advice must betaken in case of
hypertension, diabetes mellitus or high
cholesterol level.

Some young people may have hered-
itary arrhythmic or myocardial disorders,
which may also result in sudden cardiac
arrest. Thus, those with such a family
background should have cardiac evalu-
ations done and take preventive treat-
ment. Indeed, stress happens to be an
enemy of the heart and we need to edu-
cate our youngsters on how to deal with
it effectively.

Tough road ahead for Indiaat WTO

The country must play the role of a leader, but this will require political will and deft trade diplomacy

Sushma Ramachandran
NDIA will findit hard to pushitsagen
I daat the forthcoming 13th ministerial
conference of the World Trade Organ-
isation (WTO) in Abu Dhabi. This is
largely because the conference, which
represents the highest decision-making
conclave of themultilateral trading body,
has in recent years been unable to move
forward on several issues owing to the
intransigence of the North. One of the
main problems has been the deadlock
over the crucia two-layer dispute settle-
ment mechanism. It has been paralysed
for the past four years owing to the US
decision to block appointmentsto the ap-
pellate body. There is also much talk
about WTO reforms, but so far little has
been doneto give more support to emerg-
ing economiesin an entity that was orig-
inaly meant to providealevd playing field
for both the haves and the have-nots.

For India, there are many issues that
need to be resolved at the conference,
but much will depend on the political will
to move ahead with them aggressively. It
will surely have to take a more forceful
stance than at the last meeting in 2022.
At that time, it did not vigorously advo-
cate the proposal to allow patent waivers
for the production of vaccines, therapeu-
tics and diagnostics meant to meet the
potential demands of any future pandem-
ic. A partial waiver only for vaccineswas
agreed upon, with the Joe Biden adminis-
tration also having softened its stance on
the issue. But the wider proposals meant
to avoid expensive imports by the devel-
oping world that had been mooted by In-
diaand South Africain October 2020 and
supported by 108 countrieswere given a
quiet burial.

Ultimately, the negotiationsat the 12th
ministerial conferencein June 2022 end-
ed with merely atemporary patent waiv-
er to manufacture Covid-19 vaccinesfor
a period of five years. On therapeutics
and diagnostics, talks were to be held
under the purview of the waiver, ensur-
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ing that there would be no early decision.

Indications are that India may not
have much leeway to move ahead ag-
gressively in Abu Dhabi in view of the
deepening bilateral ties between the
host nation (UAE) and India. Given the
growing bonhomie, Indiawould not like
to adopt an intransigent attitude at the
WTO conference.

Nevertheless, New Delhi is bound to
raise some critical issues. Among the
most significant ones is the ‘peace
clause . Thiswasextracted after protract-
ed negotiationsin 2013. It allowed subsi-
dy on public stockholding based on gov-
ernment procurement of foodgrains at
prices meant to support Indian farmers.
It was successfully argued at the Bali min-
isterial conferencethat public stockhold-
ing of foodgrains— which is at the core

1

of the procurement system — ensured
food security for around 80 crore people.
The ‘peace clause’ stipulated that no
country would belegally barred from food
security programmes for its people even
if the subsidy breached the limits speci-
fied in the WTO Agreement on Agricul-
ture. The clause has been sought to be
made a permanent provision by India
since it involvesthe livelihood of crores
of farmers, largely in the subsistence cat-
egory. But so far it has only been extend-
ed on atemporary basis at every subse-
guent ministerial conference. In contrast,
developed countriesremain rigid on main-
taining their enormousfood subsidies.
The issue will be taken up at atime
when foodgrain procurement has become
apoliticaly sensitiveissueinthe country.
Protesting farmers are demanding a le-
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gal guarantee for the minimum support
price (MSP) for all crops. It isthis very
MSPthat isconsidered an excessive sub-
sidy by theWTO. The peaceclause’ has
ensured that other countrieswill not raise
the issue as a dispute, but till it becomes
apermanent provision, it hangs over this
country like the sword of Damocles.
The second big item on India' s agen-
daisto ensure that non-trade issues are
not brought into the negotiations. Thisis
largely in regard to labour and environ-
ment issues, but also in respect of gender
and small industry’s concerns. Trade bar-
riersin the guise of sustainable develop-
ment are being brought on the table to
curb the competitiveness of developing
economies. The European Union (EU)
has enacted the Carbon Border Adjust-
ment Mechanism along with laws on de-

forestation. Both could have an impact
on India’s exportsto the EU. The carbon
tax envisages a levy on carbon embed-
ded in emission-intensive sectorssuch as
steel and aluminium and could thus af-
fect awide range of products.

Whilethe Commerce Ministry hasin-
dicated that it will discussthese non-trade
barriers with the EU, it needs to show
theway to the South in opposing their in-
troduction at the WTO. The battleto bring
non-trade issuesto the multilateral arena
has been on for many years. The effort
to bring labour standards into trade talks
was made by the North shortly after the
trade body was formed in a bid to raise
non-tariff barriersfor devel oping econo-
mies. The ambit of such non-tradeissues
has widened over the years to include
gender and environment. Thisiscontinu-
ing, even though it is a stretch to bring
women'’s empowerment into trade talks.
Indiamust join handswith other devel op-
ing economies to resist the inclusion of
such extraneous issues into multilateral
trade discussions.

The third issue of concern for the
country is the moratorium on imposing
import duties on el ectronic transmissions.
This has been alongstanding policy, but
Indiais now reported to be in favour of
reversing it in order to raiseimport reve-
nues. The strategy needs a second ook,
given therising electronics exports from
the country which could be hit by tariffs
imposed by others in case the moratori-
um islifted. The 13th ministerial confer-
enceislikely to beof significanceif India
is able to get the proposals on its agenda
implemented. Much will depend on the
health of the trade body, which has lost
much of its sheen, with nations opting for
regional trade agreements. It needs more
support in terms of reviving the crucial
dispute settlement mechanism. It also
needs to ensure that reforms give prima-
cy to the concerns of emerging econo-
mies. Indiamust play aleader’srole, but
thiswill require both political will and deft
trade diplomacy.




Friday 16th February 2024

PATRIOTIC VIEWS, Hyderabad

RBI Governor callsfor global pacts on
critical minerals & food security corridors

Mumbai, Feb 15 (UNI):
RBI Governor Shakti-
kanta Das on Thursday
emphasised the need to
chalk out an effective
strategy for global coop-
eration and coordination
to deal with multiple
challenges afflicting the
global economy.
Addressing the South
East Asian Central
Banks (SEACEN) Gov-
ernors Conference here,
Das said, “Multilateral-
ism must be re-ener-
gised. In this regard,
agreements on a “criti-
cal minerals corridor”
and a“food corridor” for
safeguarding food secu-
rity are necessary. Such
arrangements haveto be

Heavy sdlling by FIlS neutraliseo

fair and equitable.” He
also pointed out that
there was a need to de-
velop cooperation in ar-
eas of common interest
and urgent needs, such
asclimate changewhere
no country can devise
strategies on its own.
Smooth and orderly

by domestic funds buying

New Delhi, Feb 15
(UNI): A significant fea-
ture of a bull market is
itsahility to bounce back
from a steep fall. This
was evident on February
14 when Nifty bounced
back by around 300
pointsfromthelows, says
V.K. Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist,
Geojit Financia Services.
Theheavy sdlling by Flls,
which was expected in
response to the spike in
US bond yields, didn't
impact the market since
it was neutralised by DI
and individual investor
buying, hesaid.

A significant feature
of the market now isthe
change in leadership.

3rd Test: Indid sbatsmen lead flghtback against England daiji

Rjakot, Feb 15 (UNI):
Captain Rohit Sharma
and all-rounder Ravin-
dra Jadeja smashed cen-
turies each, while Sar-
faraz Khan sparkled on
his Test debut with 62 of f
66 ballsas|ndiareached
326/5 in 86 overs at
stumps on Day One of
the third Test against
England at the Niranjan
Shah Stadium here on
Thursday. While Rohit
made 131, Jadeja was
unbeaten on 110, as the
duo added 204 runs for
the fourth wicket, after
India were reduced to
33/3inthe ?rst 45 min-
utes on a pitch which ?
attened out as the day
progressed.

After the Rohit-Jade-
ja partnership, also In-

Reliance hasemerged as
theleader of therally and
is supported by ICICI
Bank and SBI. The
strength of these funda-
mentally strong stocks
augurswell for thebulls,
he said. The valuation
gap between large-caps
and the broader market
continues to be an area
of concern, he added.
Deepak Jasani, Head
of Retail Research,
HDFC Securitiessaid eq-
uitiesinAsiaopened high-
er on Thursday after Wall
Street resumed araly as
robust earnings helped
overcome worries about
persistent inflation. Nifty
ended on a positive note
inahighly volatilemarket.

dias?rst century stand of the
current series end-ed, Sar-
faraz played im-maculately
against the England spinners,
mak-ing a48-ball ?fty on Test
debut. But he was run out af-
ter ahuge mix-up with Jadeja,
who was on 99. Jadeja even-
tually got his century to be
unde-feated at the end of day
one's play, which sets up the
gamewell for Indiato makea
grandtotd intheir ?rstinnings.
The early morning mois-
ture on the Ra-jkot pitch
bene? tted Mark Wood, who
came into England’s playing
eleven in place of spin-ner
Shoaib Bashir. He drew ? rst
blood when he angled across
a delivery which caught
Yashasvi Jaiswal at the crease

green transition was nec-
essary to avoid disrup-
tionsto economic activi-
ty and loss of growth
potential.
Whiletheinvestment
needs for smooth green
transition are large, the
actual financia flowsto
green projects are high-

ly skewed and are, by and
large, concentrated in ad-
vanced economies. As a
result, there is a need to
enhance green capital
flows to EMEs. At the
sametime, we haveto be
mindful of potentid finan-
cia stability implications
of greentransition.

Das stated that im-
proving infrastructure
remainskey tolong-term
growth. While invest-
ment in hard infrastruc-
ture (roads, ports, air-
ports, electricity, water)
isimportant, there hasto
be equal emphasis on
creating soft infrastruc-
ture (education, health,
legal, financial, institu-
tional). The RBI Gover-

nor observed that India's
experience has shown
how Digital Public Infra-
structure (DPI) can be
utilised for advancing fi-
nancial inclusion and
productivity  gains
through cost reductions.
He mentioned the suc-
cess of the Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI)
and its potential to be-
come an international
model for cross-border
payments. He also said
that new technological
developmentslike artifi-
cia intelligence (Al) and
machine learning (ML)
can bring about signifi-
cant improvementsin ef-
ficiency and productivi-
ty of businesses.

Russa-hased ram accountsnot gaining
traction onour platforms Meta

New Delhi, Feb 15
(UNI): Russia-based
spam accounts have
grown on Metaplatforms
in recent years but these
are not gaining as much
traction or increase in
followers as earlier, the
company has said.

The social network
found agrowing number
of accounts and pages
linked to coordinated in-
authentic behaviour
(CIB) from Russia, but
they’'re not gaining as

and theleft-hander could only
edge behind to ? rst dlip. In A
hisnext over, Wood had an un-

many followers as be-
fore. “ Our enforcements
against Russian state
controlled media led to
posting volumes declin-
ing by 55 per cent and
engagement levelsby 94
per cent compared to
pre-war levels globally
and across languages,
according to the latest
research by Graphika,”
Metasaid in astatement.

For covert influence
operations, since 2022,
“we've seen fewer at-

Bajrang Puniawritesopen letter to
UWW over re/oklng ofWFI Uspensio

New Delhi, Feb 15
(UNI): Olymplc medal -
list wrestler Bajrang Pu-
nia wrote an open letter
to United World Wres-
tling (UWW) on Thurs-
day, demanding theworld
Wrestling body to take
action against the Wres-
tling Federation of India
(WFI). In aletter, Punia
wrotethat thedecisionto
lift WFI suspension has
put the "wrestlers under
threat again" by WFI
members.

UwWWw, the global
governing body for the
sport, had placed the
WFI under provisional
suspension onAugust 23
last year after the Indian
body failed to hold an
election in due course.
However, the UWW de-

cided to lift the suspen-
sion on Tuesday with
immediate effect.

The UWW Bureau
met on February 9to re-
view the suspension
among other topics and
considering al the ele-
mentsand information, it
decided to lift the sus-
pension under the condi-
tion that WFI hasto im-
mediately  provide
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UWW withwritten guar-
antees that all wrestlers
will be considered for
participation without any
discriminationinall WFI
events.

In aletter to UWW,
Puniawrote: "This deci-
sionhasagain put Indian
wrestlers under threat
and harassment by WFI
members. Thisistobring
to your notice that this

WFI was suspended by
Ministry of Youth and
Sports(MYAS) dated 27
December 2023 due to
seriousanomalies after a
couple of days of taking
charge. MYAS also
formed an Ad Hoc Com-
mittee to overlook and
conduct wrestling activ-
ities. "Even after thissus-
pended WFI members
took blatant decisionsto
conduct sporting activi-
ties without any recog-
nition from sportsminis-
tries under the same
leadership. Wrestlersall
over Indiahavelost trust
and belief in functioning
of Wrestling Federation
of India. Because of this
MYAStook diligent steps
andissued acircular dat-
ed 7th January 2024.

O\ Meta

temptsto build complex
deceptive personas in
favour of thinly-dis-
guised, short-lived fake
accounts in an effort to
spam the internet, hop-
ing somethingwill 'stick'’.”
Despite these noisy
attempts, the company
saw aconsistent decline
inthefollowingsof Rus-
sian-origin CIB cam-
paigns. The main way
that CIB networks get
through to authentic
communities.

New Delhi, Feb 15
(UNID): Thelndlan men’s
nationd football teamfell
to 117th placein the lat-
est FIFA rankings after
its AFC Asian Cup de-
bacle. India slipped 15
spotsfrom 102inthelat-
est edition of the FIFA
men’sworld ranking re-
leased on Thursday, fol-
lowing the team’s first-
round exit from the con-
tinental tournament in
Doha, last month.
There is plenty of
movement further down
the standings following
the matches contestedin
the CAF Africa Cup of
Nations and the AFC
Asian Cup. Amongst the
African sides, Ivory
Coast jumped 10 spotsto
be placed 39th, reaping

Bharat Dal now has 25% market
share of gram lentil within 4
months of its launch: Plyush Goyal

New Delhi, Feb 15
(PIB): Union Minister of
Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution,
Textiles and Commerce
& Industry, Shri Piyush
Goyal has expressed
happiness at the rise in
the production and qual-
ity of Agriculture prod-
ucts to make India self-
sufficient and for also
enabling export of over
$50 billion of agri-relat-
ed products. Shri Goyal
said this during his ad-
dress at NAFED: Pulse
2024 Convention orga-
nized by Global Pulse
Confederation in co-op-
eration with co-opera-
tive magjor National Ag-
ricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of
India (NAFED).

Goyal thanked the
farmersof Indiafor their
contribution towards
making India self-suffi-
cient and making the
country a large produc-
er of food grains, pul ses,
lentils, vegetables, fruits.
He said that this has led
to expansion both in pro-

ductionand quality of dif-
ferent food products to
make India an exporter
of over $50 billion of agri
and related products. He
said that over the last
decade due to the com-
mitment and capabilities
of the farmers, pulses
production hasgrown by
60% from 171 lakh
tonnes in 2014 to 270
lakh tonnesin 2024.
"The partnership be-
tween NAFED and
GPC will continue to
grow to make pulses not
only India swonder-diet
but to make the wonder-
diet of the world", said
Shri Piyush Goyal.
Speaking on Bharat
Dal, the Minister said
that under theleadership
of Prime Minister Shri
NarendraMoaodi the gov-
ernment launched the
Indiapulseto support the
farmers of the country
and ensurethe avail abil-
ity of reasonably-priced
pulsesfor Indian citizens.
He said that the govern-
ment-procured chanadal
retailed under the‘ Bhar-

com-fortable Shubman Gill nick-
ing behind a good length deliv-
ery which nipped away to wick-
et-keeper Ben Foakes. England
had their third wicket in the ninth
over when Hartley got a deliv-
ery to jump off alength, which
gripped and turned very sharply
to take Rajat Patidar’s edge to-
wards cover.

After being hit on the helmet
grille by Wood in a short-ball
play, with three ? elders stationed
deepintheleg-side, Ro-hit tried
. tounsettle Hart-ley with cut and
sweep for boundaries. He even
got alife at 27 in the same over
when Joe Root dropped hiscatch
at ?rst slip on an attempted slog.
Luck continued to favour Ro-hit
when survived acloselbw shout
while dancing down the pitch

against Anderson. Rohit then
brought out his good-looking
punch, loft down the pitch, pulls

Indiadipto11/in latest FIFA
rankings after Asan Cup debacle

the rewards of their con-
tinental triumph on home
soil, secured following an
eventful AFCON cam-
paign. AFCON runners-
up Nigeriasit at 28th af -
ter jumping 14 places
making significant strides
but are no match for
Angola (93rd, up 24), a

side they ousted in the
last eight, who are the
biggest climbers in the
latest instalment of the
global ranking. Two-time
Asian Cup winners Qa-
tar (37th, up 21) chalk up
the biggest tally (92.04
points) after capitalising
on home comforts to

at’ brand has already
captured 25% of the
market share of lentil
gram in four months of
its launch. The Union
Minister, further elabo-
rated, that the high rat-
ings the Bharat Dal has
received from customer
reviews on various e-
commerce sites demon-
strates the farmers’ abil-
ity to produce high-quali-
ty pulses and with the
support of the govern-
ment can become the af -
fordable food for the
common man. Shri Goy-
al also said that over the
last decade government
procurement of pulses
hasincreased by 18times.
Goyal noted that in
2015 the government in-
troduced buffer stock to
ensure moderate prices
and price stability shield-
ing the consumers from
thefood inflation that hit
many countriesincluding
thedeveloped world redl-
ing with a40-year high of
inflation. “India was the
bright spot with among
thelowest inflation .

and sweepsto reach his-
fty in 71 balls. Fromthe
other end, Jadeja, pro-
moted to No.5, remained
rock-sol-id, driving and
punching Root for a
brace of fours to be an
ideal partner for Rohit
in leading the re-covery
act for India.

After lunch, Rohit
and Jadeja were in con-
trol of their approach,
rotat-ing the strike well
and putting the bad balls
away to get runs eas-ily
as the pitch began to ?
atten out. Jadeja edged
a four off Wood while
Rohit danced down the
pitchtoloft Hartley over
long-on for six, before
glancing Anderson for a
boundary, as the duo
continued.

succeﬁsful ly defend the|r
continental crown.

Elsewhere, Jordan
(70th, up 17), who were
edged out in the Asian
Cup final, make good
ground, as do Thailand
(101st, up 12), whose
journey came to an end
at the last-16 stage.
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Rajiv Gandhi or Telangana Talli:
Row over datue

||lI

Hyderabad, Feb 15
(IANS): Thefoundation
stone laid by Telangana
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy for installing a
statue of former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi in
front of the State Secre-
tariat has triggered a
row.

Main Opposition
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) hasdemanded the
government to drop the
move, saying the land
was earmarked for in-
stalling astatue of Telan-
gana'Talli' (mother).

BRSIleadersopposed
the installation of Rajiv
Gandhi's statue, saying
theformer PrimeMinis-
ter has no specific rele-
vanceto Telanganawhile
the statue of Telangana
Talli symbolises the
state'scultural identity.

BRS leader K.
Kavitha on Thursday
raised her concern over
the proposed statue in
front of the Secretariat.

Inaletter to Telanga-
na Legislative Council

Chairman, the BRS
MLC said that as an
elected representative,
sheisdeeply committed
to preserving the cultur-
al identity of Telangana.

She added that the
previousgovernment had
planned to install a Te-
langanaTalli statueat the
Secretariat and that the
decision had widespread
support because it was
seen as away to honour
our state's rich cultural
heritage and make us
proud of our Telangana
roots.Kavitha, the daugh-
ter of BRS President and
former Telangana Chief
Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao, said that
shewastroubled to hear

that the present govern-
ment has changed this
plan. Instead of the Te-
langanaTalli statue, they
have decided to lay the
foundation stone for a
statue of Rajiv Gandhi.
She said while she
respects Rajiv Gandhi's
contributions to the na-
tion, putting his statue
ahead of Telangana Talli
isnot theright decision.
"It goes against the
wishes of the people of
Telangana and disre-
spectsour cultural iden-
tity. The Telangana Talli
statue is incredibly im-
portant to us. It repre-
sentsour unique cultural
identity and reminds us
of the struggles and as-

MLC nomination: TdanganaHC
reservesorderson BRS|eaders peﬂtions

Hyderabad, Feb 15 (Pa-

triotic Views): The Te-
langana High Court on
Thursday reserved its
orders on the petitions
filed by two BRS lead-
ers challenging Gover-
nor's action in rejecting
their nomination to the
Legidative Council.

Justice Alok Aradhe
and Justice S. Nandare-
served their orders on
the petitions of Dasoju
Sravan Kumar and Sa-
tyanarayana.

Sravan Kumar and
Satyanarayana were
nominated to the Legis-
lative Council by the pre-
vious BRS government
but the Governor had re-
jected the nominations.

Therecommendation
passed by the then state
Cabinet in July last year

Centre for Developmen t of Advanced CompL

Hyderabad, Feb 15 (Pa-
trioticViews): Centrefor
Development of Ad-
vanced Computing (C-
DAC) Hyderabad centre
celebrated itssilver jubi-
leeon 13th and 14th Feb-
ruary 2024. It isascien-
tific society under Minis-
try of Electronicsand In-
formation Technology,
Government of India. C-
DAC Hyderabad was
established in the year
1999. C-DAC Hydera-
bad team has diversified
strengths focusing on
R&D, Solution/Product
development, Training,
Services and Outreach
Programs. Technology
verticals of Hyderabad
centre are Cyber Securi-
ty, Embedded Systems &
Internet of Things (10T),
AI/ML, Quantum Com-
puting, High Perfor-

was sent to the Gover-
nor. However, she re-
jected the nominations
on September 19 on the
ground that thetwo were
"politically aligned per-
sons'.

Following the change
of guards in the state
duetothe defeat of BRS
in Assembly elections,
the BRS leaders filed
petitions challenging the
Governor’saction.

The petitioners con-
tended that the decision
taken by the Governor to
reject the recommenda-
tions of the Council of
Ministers was due to
'lack of personal satisfac-
tion' and not due to any
ambiguity in the recom-
mendationitself, whichis
arbitrary therefore ille-
gal. The petitioners

mance Computl ng, VLS
Design, Blockchain

Technology, e-Learning
and ICT for Socia De-
velopment. Centre ac-
tively contributesto vari-
oussKilling activities. Var-
ious research labs are
created in these focus
areas of the centre.
Aspart of silver jubi-
|ee celebrations, inter C-
DAC centre sports
events, technology sym-
posium, product exhibi-

called 'the order passed
by the Governor asmala
fide, arbitrary, unconsti-
tutional and in excess of
her jurisdiction. On Jan-
uary 30, the High Court
stayed the swearing-in
of Telangana Jana
Samithi (TJS) president
M. Kodandaram and
journaist Amer Ali Khan
as members of Telanga-
nal egidative Council.
The court pro-
nounced the order on
the pleaby the petition-
ersto stop the swearing-
in till their petitions are
decided by thecourt. The
Governor on January 25
nominated Kodandaram
and Amer Ali Khan as
MLCs under Governor's
guota on the recommen-
dation of the Congress
government.

tion, cultural programand
foundation day formal
program were organized.
Panel discussionsin dif-
ferent technology areas
were planned with ex-
perts from academia, in-
dustry, premier R&D in-
stitutes. Shri Jayesh Ran-
jan, 1AS, Principa Sec-
retary, Government of
Telangana, Industries &
Commerce (1&C) De-
partment, & Information
Technology, Electronics

pirations of our ances-
tors. Replacing it with a
statue of a nationa fig-
ure, no matter how im-
portant, would erase
what makes Telangana
special," she added.

Kavitha urged the
state government to re-
consider thedecisionand
prioritise the erection of
the Telangana Talli stat-
uein front of Telangana
Secretariat.

By doing so, they
would honour our state's
cultural legacy and show
respect for the senti-
ments and identity of
people they serve, she
added. Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy on
Wednesday laid thefoun-

datl on stone for the stat-

ue of Rajiv Gandhi in
front of the Secretariat.

"The lack of a statue
remembering the late
Rajiv  Gandhi has
prompted meto takethis
step," he said. He re-
called that thelate Prime
Minister revolutionised
the telecom sector.

The statue would in-
spire political leadersto
follow his ideology of
serving the people, he
added "Rajiv Gandhi
gave his life for the in-
tegrity of the country.
His statueis not just for
garlanding on birthdays
and anniversaries. All
political leaders must
takeinspiration.

Joeoial Category Jatus back a
entre Sage asAnahra Pradesn
polls craw near

Amaravati, Feb 15
(IANS): With a few
weeksto go for simulta-
neous polls to Andhra
Pradesh Assembly and
Lok Sabha, the issue of
Special Category Status
(SCYS) ishack at the cen-
tre stage of state politics.

Ruling Yuvajana
SramikaRythu Congress
Party (Y SRCP) isunder
pressure from the oppo-
sitionfor failing to deliv-
er onitspromise despite
thelanddidevictory inthe
2019 elections. Five
years after Y SRCP
made SCS amajor issue
to target then ruling Tel-
ugu Desam Party
(TDP), the former is
now facing the same sit-
uation.

SCS has been domi-
nating the state politics
ever sincethebifurcation
in 2014. In fact, thisis-
sue has led to coalition
partners parting ways a
few years ago.

At the time of bifur-
cation of Andhra
Pradeshin 2014, thethen

and Communications
(ITE&C) Department
and Prof. Rajat Moona,
Director, II T Gandhi Na-
gar, Dr. N Sarat Chandra
Babu Founder Director,
C-DAC Hyderabad and
Shri. RgjaNeravati Chief
Product & Technology
Officer, Wearables, Titan
Company addressed dur-
ing C-DAC Hyderabad
theevent. Threeproducts
namely C-Forms soft-
ware, M-Prabandh and

UPA government at the
Centre had promised in
the Parliament that SCS
will be conferred on the
residuary state. In 2014
elections, the BJP had
promised to confer SCS,
which entitles a state to
vast financial assistance
and tax rebates from the
C entr e
The BJP had then con-
tested thepollsinaliance
with TDP and Jana Sena
leader and actor Pawan
Kalyan had campaigned
for the combine. How-
ever, two years after
coming to power, the
BJP made it clear that
SCS can't be conferred
asit was following new
stricter guidelines about
financial assistance to
states. It instead offered
a special package to
Andhra Pradesh. Angry
over this, Pawan Kaly-
an snapped tieswith BJP
and slammed the TDP
for what he called ac-
cepting "staleladdus’ of -
fered by the Centre.

In 2018, the TDPtoo

ing (C-DAC)

Binary Vishleshak (Bin-
V) werelaunched during
the event. C-DAC
Forms Simplifying Form
Creation, anyone can uti-
lize C-DAC Forms to
generate and manage
forms for gathering data
related to different tasks
such as event sign-ups,
feedback acquigtion, sur-
veys, polling, and more.
M-Prabandh isaMobile
Device Management
(MDM) security solution
and Bin-V is used for
converting MIPSbinaries
to LLVM Intermediate
Representation (IR) for
enabling sophisticated se-
curity analysisof binaries.
C-DAC signed MoU
with Railtel Corporation
asamarketing partner to
proliferate the identified
products of C-DAC Hy-
derabad.

Journalism in Hyderabad is based

on quality, honesty and candor

Hyderabad community based in Muscat,
Oman addressesthe |JFF event

Hyderabad (15 Feb
2024): Journalismin Hy-
derabad is based on
quality, honesty and can-
dor, which is the reason
why the news published
and presented by the
journalistic institutions
here are trusted world-
wide, especialy in the
city's multi-circulation
newspapers. Newspa-
pers & Channels news
areread and watched by
Hyderabadi community
with interest on social
mediain Gulf countries.

These views were
expressed by the Hyder-
abadi community based
in Muscat, Oman, while
addressing the event or-
ganized for the purpose
of publishing the year
IJFF 2024 diary. The
event was organized by
the Hyderabadi commu-
nity based in Muscat,

Oman. This event was
presided by Sohail Khan
whilejournalists Dr. Mu-
hammad Asif Ali Presi-
dent 1JFF and Naeem
Ghori Vice President
who arrived in Oman
from Hyderabad partici-
pated as special guests.
Muhammad M ansoor
Sabri, Syed Shah
Saeeduddin Qadri, Syed
Faseehuddin, Masihud-
din Ahmad and Zaheer-
uddin Muhammad were
among those who ex-
pressed their views.
Ahmed Amjad Ali, Mo-
hammad Dawood, Syed
Azimuddin Ahmed, Mir-
za Zulgadar Baig, Mu-
hammad Abdul Ghaffar,
Muhammad Atif Hus-
sain and others were
also present on this oc-
casion. Mohammed Ab-
dul Samad wasthe MC
of the event.

The speakers praised
theInternational Journal-
ism Fraternity Forumand
said that it is an impor-
tant work to unite jour-
nalistsat theinternation-
al level and to encourage
them by organizing sem-
inars and lectures and
this work is being done
from the land of Hyder-
abad. Dr. Muhammad
Asif Ali President |JFF
highlighted theaimsand
objectives of the forum
and said that every year
at the sametime, the an-
nual diary is being re-
leased by the six chapters
of the international fo-
rum. It is presented as a
gift to dignitaries apart
fromjournaists. Memen-
toes were presented to
the guests as and finally
the event cameto an end
with the thanks of Syed
AzimuddinAhmed.

NutriAIDE - An App that promotes healthy
and sustainable food choices launched at NIN

Hyderabad, Feb 15
(Patriotic Views): Nu-
triAIDE, an innovative
and comprehensive Mo-
bileApp designed to em-
power the users for a
healthy and sustainable
nutrition has been
launched today by Dr.
Hemalatha R, Director,
ICMR-Nationa Institute
of Nutrition and Prof.
Markus Keck, Chair of
Urban Climate Resil-
ience at Augsburg Uni-
versity, Germany, in the
presence of the entire
team of scientists and
professors working on
transformation of urban
food environments.

After almost two
years of development
and testing, the beta-ver-
sion of the NutriAIDE
app has been launched
today. NutriAIDE®? is
not just another calo-
riecounting app. It is
rather a tool that helps
users to reflect on their
own eating habits and
enables them to trans-

form their personal be-
haviour and food envi-
ronment. It alsoinvolves
an Al based photo rec-
ognition tool that can
identify the likely foods
oneisconsuming by just
clicking a picture of the
food for intake assess-
ment. In addition, theapp
enables to keep track of
micro and macronutrient
content and also dynam-
ically calculatesthe car-
bon footprint of food
choicesof anindividual.
The app isdeveloped as
part of a collaborative
project by Institutes of
global reputefrom India
and Germany.

The app is an out-
come of an ongoing col-
laborative research
project titled “Nutri-
AIDE- Building smart
food environments for
improved nutrition”. De-
veloped in an Indo-Ger-
man collaboration with
leading ingtitutesinclud-
ing the ICMR- National
Ingtitute of Nutrition (In-

dia), University of Augs-
burg, the German Insti-
tute of Human Nutrition
Potsdam-Rehbriicke,
and the Wuppertal

Institute for Climate,
Environment, Energy,
and Chandigarh based
start-up Calvry Wellness
Solutions Pvt Ltd, Nutri-
AIDE aims to investi-
gate and address crucial
aspects of food ractices
and nutrition-related de-
cision-making. The re-
search team comprises
Human Geographers,
Health Communication-
ists, Neuropsychologists,
Sustainability Scientists,
Nutritionists and Public
Health Researchers. Itis
completely developedin
India with a technology
partner — a start-up
based out of Chandigarh.

Intheinitia phasethe
pp has been piloted on a
sampleof 720in

Hyderabad city. With
this, the entire Nutri-
AIDE project isentering
its second
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